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Gop is our refuge and firength, a.very preſent, 8 
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4 P$3AalM, 46, I Y 8 


50STOR NEW: ENGLAND: 
Painted BY JOHN GILL, 1x; Covar-Sraznyy 
M,DCC,LEXXX, | 


'% 


——_ 
. 
= 
w 
% | 
- 
; _ 
_ > =" | 
= | 
. - 
- 
4 0 
= 
, 
= 
o 
4 — 
C 
WS 
% 
q L Y | 
Ts - | | 
F 
N | ; 
Y P 5 | 
| RN 
* | 
nw 
9 
= 
* A 8 
=. 


ow. in” 


PSALM, 27, 13, $4: 


T bad fainted, unleſs 1 had believed to ſee the | 
goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the lromgs Tus 
wait on the Lord : Be of good. Courage,. an 

he ſhall firengthen thine Heart's : WauT Ap 
an the Lord, 


DAY much to be remembered is ' that; 
which we are this afternoon 'met toge> 
ther here in God's houſe, religiouſly, y 
commemorate'; yea a day never to te 
forgotten. ' It will be handed down to oli. 
paltericy, of the. lateſt generations,. what occured - 
at LExi1xG TQN, 'upon the Neaeteenth of Apr 


"7 - 
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Five paſling years, have. not in the les: 
eraſed from'our minds the memory of that blg Tu 
dy and murderous ſcene, here began and 


carticd on by George's troops in our land; © ®: 
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IT is till freſh in our minds, what feelings 


we had when the thunder of war firſt burſt forth 
upon us, and our friends: here fell a ſacrifice to. 


' eyraged maliee. We-are men, and can- recol- 


let what a ferment our blood and ſpirits were 
in, when we who were at a diſtance before 
the riſing of that morning ſun, received the th- 
dings of your ſad fate, apd garments rolled in 
blood. *: flew: as it were upon thE+ wings of 
the wind. The firſt report was, that one third 
paft of the” town had fallen before © the cnewy. 


. Bleſſed be God it did not prove true. | 


'W= heard the calling to arms with ſurprizes 
yet with relolution by God's help, to ſtand forth 


-3n the defetige of the land, and repel force with 


force. --;. | 


THz great ſuperintendant of the world, cau- 
fed the arrows of his quiver to enter into our 
reins—we were. filled with bitterneſs—our - ſoul 
was removed far off from peace—we forgat 
proſperity. Atthis day we remember our afflic- 


_ tion and miſery, the wormwood and the gall. 


Our ſoul hath: them ſtill- in remembrance, and{is 
humbled in us. 'S | 


Wer; had fainted, unltfs we had believed to ſee 
the goodneſsof the Lord'inthe land of the living, 


WHaT - ſupported us, was the goodneſs and 
juſtice of -our "cauſe. -That the Lord would 
not ealt off forever, but though he: cauſe grief, 
yet will have compaſhon, according. to the mul- 

: Ibo" titudg. 
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[ '$ ] KY , 7 
titude.of his tender mercies. For” he doth. Y 
afflit willingly, or grieve the children of nal 
And Rough cloudsand darkneſs/are round abgy 
him ; yet juſtice and judgment-are the habitarn 
of.his throne; - for the judge of all the earth 


do nothing but right. *y | 


3 


.  -In the midſt of our thoughts within us, ve 
were able to ſay, let God be Judge. > io 


To heaven. we appealed as the  proteQor, th 
people, and -avenger of the inſured. —we wete 
retdy to adopt the Iavguage of Joab—be of gekd 
courage, and tet us behave + ourfelves'* valian * 
for our people, and for the cities 6f our-G; 
and [ct the Lord do that which is good in his fi 2 - 


. THz enemy, as if. it was athing pleafing; 
them to diſlodge ſouls, ard had Teceived &e” 
diſpoſition of their minds from bim whd, waxa 
iferer from the beginning, end is called the 
great enemy of God, upon'the ſhedding the fi: 

blood, 'were ready to give their ſhout, But + 
wriumphing of the. wicked was ſhort. _ | 


THtts march was ſoon obſtrudted wa ith 
retreat became neceflary;—In a very few hays 
their huzza's, their laughter was turned- ifjfo - 
mourning, bythe fall of many of their paF.y, 
and the' groans and cries of the wounded. 5A. 
joſt puniſhment of the murder they. had <q 
mitted in the morning, 
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THy day indeed was. diſtreſſing . to us, and 
will be related as ſuch to the children yet un- 
born. But God was with us to upholdys. ff If 
it had not been the Lord who was on our fide, 
then may Iſrael Tay; if it. had not been the Lord 
. who was on our ſide, when men role up againſt 
-vs 3 "then they had ſwallowed us quick, when 
their wrath. was kindled againſt us.' * 


_* Our hope was ih the living God, who made 
heaven and earth. 'Who graciouſly appeared 
for us that day, as he has ever ſince done, thrqugh 
the-courle of this diſtreſſing war. God was our 
_ refupe, a preſent help-io trouble. He has pee 
with vs .to condutt us in dark. and diſtrefiing 
"times. Blefſed be the Lord God of L1fſrael, 'who 
hath not given us a prey to the enemy, | 
My- brother who came before” me, and | was 
' your remembrancer the laſt year, then mention- 
cd a variety of inſtances, wherein the Lord hath 
_ helped us, bow his power and goodneſs have 
been very. conſpicuous. I may now this day re- 
peat it and. ſay, * hitherto hath the Lord helped 
---us,” and can only add at this time, that el was 
our belief in the divine governmedt, which ſup 
ported and kept us from ſinking itt the [on of 
trouble, God. in his righteous and wiſe provi- 
. Gdence has called us to paſs through —We| may 
well join with David \jin the languague of our 
'xext and ſay, I had fainted, unjeſs I had believed, 
to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of 
the living—and receive his excellent advice and 
| | counſel 
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zounſel-<wait on the Lord, be of good courag 
and be ſhall | treogthen thine heart, ' wait I (ay 
on the Lord, YL 


From the words of our text we may obſery; 


_ Trar faith and truſt in the'government of 
divine providence, is the grear- ſupport of GoEs 
people ia the moſt perilous and diſtreſſing times; 


FixsT. IT may be particularly conſidergd, 
that the people of God, when prefſed with ſots 
troubles and difficulties, ſtand in need of ſuppotr, - 
and a-place of refuge to flce unto, And - 


SECONDLY. I ſhall ſhow how faith 4n 


providence of God ſupports the foul, in preſſirg 
troubles and difficulties, ">> 


| > 

I. Tz people of God, when preſſed with ſorw 
troubles, ſtand in need of ſupport, and a place 
of refuge to flee upto. Apreeable to the Plate 
miſt-; in God ſays he, is my ſalvation, and my. 
glory ; the rock of my ſtrength, and my refugg. 


The providences of God are  promiſcuouſſs 
diſpenſed to the children - of men here in this 
ſtate. The righteouſneſs of the righteous, is nag 
always upon him, or the wickedneſs of the wick-. 
-<d upon him in this world. - Bar-the righteouz 
is often exerciſed with adverſity and trouble, and; 
the wicked fourilh in carthly profperity.. By * 
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this means a. are wopaly in_ a ſtate of A | 
and probation,. and their final. late to; be dete 
mined according to-their condutt and behaviour 
here. The goodneſs. of God does not always 
lead-men to-repentance and engage thear to bd: 
lity in his ſervice ; nor 1s the righteous at all 
: times overwhelmed with adverſity. Both - prol- 
|" * perity and adverſity ought to be fo gong by 
us, a$to excite us to acknowledge God as the | 
_ diſpenſer of them. : 
EY 4 - [T is the wicked man's crime to be unmindful 
|,=F of the divine goodneſs, and attribute his lucceſſes | 
2/008 to his: owa wiſdom and induſtry. . And it argues 
1 - great diſtrult in the wiſdom and goodneſs of pro- 
vidence, foi:the righteous man to be overwhei- 
med-in the day of trouble and advegyity, becauſe / 
he may be ſure God can bring him.out- of trou- 
ble, Rn has declared all thirgs ſhall work roge- 
ther for good, to fuch as love God, and make 
conſcience of walking in obedience to his com-" 
Tands. Becauſe, the righteous fand in great 
need of ſupport in the iy when troubles prels 
hard upon <a therefore God has faid, call ugon 


me in 4he- day of -rrouble ; *t wilt deliver thee, 
and thou ſhall elorify me. Sn 
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IT ſeems abſolutely necelfacy' to to man's preſent 
Nate” in-this world, thit there ſhould be ſome; | 
thing for him to lean upon, and Have recouMMe 
unto as his fupport” and retuge. + Every man 
at his bett eſtate, is but a feeble, infirm creature ; 
what from the weaknels of his own mind, the 
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diſorder of his own paſſions. from within” ; * tg: 
gether with all that train of evils be ſhall viik- 
- voidably meet withal from without, * the great 
Wfeurity which there 1s in the nature .of wy +: 
that uncertainty which- attends the res BY 
events of them; the mutability of all humzn 
affairs" and the impoſſibility of providing oath 
all events that, may poſſibly come .to pals: fram 
theſe confiderations it appears, that to believe3 in 
the goodneſs of God: and hope-in his merey, 
are. altogether neceſſary to the ſtate of men'4n 
this 'world, and they muſt always be inan urli'e, 
unquiet condition, unleſs they. have ſomewkat 
to ſupport and relieve them” in” thejr ſtraits 25d 
difficulties. _ * Our conditions in this world * 
often in ſcripture repreſented by a Rate of war- 
fare, wherein the virtues of faith and hope, :&c 
faid to be our breaſtplate, our ſhield, and eur 
helmet, the_ chief defenfive army, whereby: We. 
are to be guarded again all aſſaults. And ſomne- 
times by a ſtate travelling by ſea, wherein hope 
1s our anchor, that which. muſt fix © and keep! us 
ſteady in the midſt of all ſtorms.” _ Which he: 
we have, laysthe apoſtle.** as an anchor of th 
ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt”. 'As the anchoris 
to ſecure the. ſhip from daſhing againſt the racks 
when the tempeſt ariſes, ſo a firm belief in th 
goodnefs of God keeps the ſoul of the faint from 
. being overwhelmed when traukles and afMiQtigns 
ſurround him. How diſtreſſing would bethe con- 
dition of many a one, did they not believe*rlicze 
, was a God, that governed the world 2nd ordel 1 
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depths of defpair,. were they not fare God was 
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able to'bring them out'of the furnace of afflifti- 
on, and had declared he was ever rcady to hear 
the cries of the diſtreſſed. | 
SUcn is the ſtate of things in this world, that 
adverſity will unavoidably be the portion of ma- 
ny. of the children of men. And at times ſuch 
diſtreſſ*s as ſeem almoſt unſurmountable, but this 
keeps up the ſpirits of the righteous, that God 
governs the world, and can bring good out of 


evil, and order out of confuſilon—can fo over- 


Tule men's minds and ordet events, as finally to 
promote his own glory, and the good of his peo- 


ple. —Which brings me to the ſecond general 
_ head of my diſcourſe at this time.—namely, 


Hl. To ſhow how faith in the providence of 
God, ſupports the ſoul.in diſtreſfing troubles and 


. difficulties. I had fainted,” ſays Dayid in ovr. 


text, unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 


ALL the divine attributes nnite to render God 


amiable in the ſight of the - chriſtian, and excite 


faith and confideffce in him. He that really 
believes 'God to be what is declared of him/in 
the ſacred oracies, the wife, holy, and good go- 
vernor of the world, will derive ſupport from 


him. in prefſiog{troubles. - Becauſe | he knows 


ſuch a- Being will provide for, and take care of 


"his people, fo that nothing ſhall befall them'but 
what ſhall eventually terminate for their good, 


provided 


we . Ls 
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r \ " \ yy Wh +4 Fa « y n 


provided. they live. in. the. diſcharge of FRY own. 
duty. Particularly E.may. lay, dS 


Are we in want of real nece{ſygies, he can eaſily 
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rt. Tas chriſtian . firmly confides ir. the wilt: 
dom of divine, goyernment, .and. is hence A 2 * 
ted, under the, troubles and perpiegitcs NUNN + = 
this frail ſtate. - - 


Tr1s is expreſsly Ln in the. holy ſcrip-& 
ares, the Lord is a God, of knowledg e and by: -. 
im- aRions. are. Weigh'd-; and ſays. the Plalmiſt, * 

his underRanding is infinite. He is perfeQtly.. 

acquainted with our condition and drconhanegs 
in the world. Whatever. difficulties we ma' 

in, he knows how to-extricate us out” of t * Z 

If we are ſeeking to obtain that which will be 7” 

hurcful to us, he knows how to diſappoint us." 


os -Þ 


deviſe means $0 relieve us, and often times makeg S 
proviſion for his people in ways unknown:to us; 
{ip often: beyond all human (\expeRtation. Wet : 
have fecn it verificd in the courſe of the preſent |. 
war. We haye fought our enemies with. their? -: 
own weapons which God has put into our hands. > 
Are we in fear and tremble at impending evils.” - 
ſeeing no way to eſcape ? His infinite wildomy 
and underſtanding can inſtantly . find. out, and * 
open a way for us'to be ſetar liberky, and avoid: 
the thing we ſo much feared. In a word, he : 
can alfo- diſappoint us in our enterpriſes, when.” 
he ſees the Smctic of them will not 3 
beſt for as. So that as the wiſe man has. faid,*; 
*the race ſhall not be. to the (wits, nor the bands” 
0. *: 
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to the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor” 
yet riches to men of underſtanding, nor yet fa- 
-* your to men of ſkill; © for as he ſays,” Prov. 21, 
30; There is no wiſdom nor underſtanding nor 
counſel againſt 'the Lord ; the horſe'is prepared 
_ _ -- "againſt the day of battle, but ſafety is of the 
* * "Lord. There are many devices he tells vs in 
'a man's heart, - nevertheleſs the counſel of the 
Lord that ſhall ſtand,” This is. a ſufficient [rea- 
ſon why the chriſtian ſhould place his hope and: 
confidence in God. This yields him mighty 
ſupport in. the day of trouble, that God infinitely 
wiſe governs the world, knows: what it beſt for 
us, and can proje& ways for the cffeing it. 


+2. The chriſtian is aſſured God is boundleſs in 
| his goodneſs, love and: grace to men, therefore 
ever ready to help”and relieve hey. | > 
/ Tr1s begets a ſtrong confidence in him, and 
calms the mind in the day of adverſity. The 
Plalmiſt has declared that ** God is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all”; He is ever 
friendly and beneficent to his creatures, 


- EARTHLY friends may leave and forſake us, 
but God will never 'forfake ſuch as place their 
confidence in him upon the principles of reli- 
gion. Solomon has: told us, a friend loveth at 
all times. A true friend loveth in all ſtates and 
conditions, and -a brother is born for adverſity. b 
And there ,is a friend 'that ſticketh cloſer than a = 
brother. God is ſuch a one. And for the ſame | 

. reaſon 
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reaſon. Ga forſake us, wil God ſand b we. | 
aid and aſſiſt us. | Others forſak; us, 'becauſe we! —_ 
are in trouble and adverſity, and ſome pains and'' {os 
care” are. neceſſary. in order to yield: us relief; 
God ſees our need and is ready-to help, becauſe. "} | 
we are in trouble. He:has - told ps to-repair to + 
him ia this caſe. This is the argument he al--/- 
lows us to make uſe of to prevail with him to-* 
ariſc- for our help and aſliſtance ; P/at. 22, 11; 
+ Be not far how me for trouble is 'ncar.; for” z 
there is none to help.— * Bow down thine car { 


w Autry 6 


ks, Tor, hear me for am-poor and needy—pull.; F } 


of the net that they have laid privily for. «+ 
me ; for thou art my ſtrength, into thine hand T | 


Commit my ſpirit.” * © That which.among' men, - ; | 


ſays. one * is uſually the chief occaſion” to take” 5 &;7 
off their affe&ion * kindneſs, namely milery-!.. 
and affliction, is a.principal argument ' ro entitle x 
u3-to the favour". of God, and therefore is -fre- :+ 
quently made ufe of by good men'in holy ſcrip-. 4 | 
ture to that purpoſe.” ' That Gods the: helper {* 
of the fatherleſs, . will. regard * the cries of ; = 
aflidked, and, is nigh unto all them that call upon ;: - 
him,.is.a powerful argument why we ſhould: 
ever place our truſt and -confidence un him, This ; 
keeps the ſoul from- deſpondency in-the. day of: 
afflition, ſupplies/it with needed ſtrength, and:*; 
keeps.the mind "ſteady ih the 'way God direds.* | 
The confideration rhe divine attributes elevates i. 
our ſoul, and-encourages us to perſevere. But ** 
how fad is the ſtate of that: ſoul, .who.can have:; 
no Rope. 1 in God, 'when troubles ſurround him." it; 
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What perplexities \does befeel ? what anguiſh 


_ rakes hold-of him ?' This' was the ſupport of the 


[miſt in! a diſtreſſing' day, that though God 
ſhould hide his face from'him; yet he would be- 
lieve he ſhould 'ere" long Tee of | his goodneſs 'in 
the land” of | the! living.” This was Panl's lan- 
-  guague, 2 Cor. 1,3, 4: *Bleffed be God,'even the 

_ father of our! Lord'* Jeſus Chriſt, © the father of 
_ mercies, and the'God'ot all comfort 3 who com- 
Forteth us/in 'all' out tribularions, . that we may 
be able to comfort them which are in any trou- 
ble,” by *the ' comfort where-with' we outfelye? 
_ are comforted of God,”? © 


$- THraT'God is matchleſs in his power and 
_ able” to ' do every | thing Che ſers' will be beſt 
for his creatures, 1s a mighry ſupport to the be- 
lieving foul in the day ' of adverſity 1 know 
Jays the Plalmiſt, **that the Lord is great, and that 
our Lotd 'is' above all Gods. Whatfoever the 
Lord pleaſed, that did he in Heaven, and in Earth, 
_ nt thefeas, and. all'deep places.” Becauſe it is 
God'that giveth power'to the faint ; and to them 
that have-no might he iricreaſeth ſtrength, there- 
tore ſhould we hope in his mercy, and place out 
_. confidence in his almighty arm, 


1'81s was the prophet's language, ruſt ye in 
the Lord forever .: . For in the Lord Jchovah is 
everaſting ſtrength.” Helis the rock of, ages, 
able to-faye ar all times; and out of all troubles; 
Accordingly is called © the hope of Iſrael, and the 
©2x;z0ur thereof in the time of trouble”, Heis 
the 
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the onfidence of all the ends {of the earth; a E. 
of them. that are-afar off apon_ the ſea. © This is on 
a neceſſary qualification | in thatBeing | in whom wer: 
place our conhdence, that he is, one who is able? 
to help us, and this abiliry | is truly inGod, and in; 
him. ESE In vain is ſalvation hoped for. from-: 
the bills, and from the multitude of mountains ;3. 
truly, in the Lord our God, ſays the Prophet, is; 
the FpereD of Ifſracl, Jer 3» ,23-\, Thus thee. 
Plalmiſt | profeſles his faith in the power and provi. 
vidence of God ; truly my.ſoul waiteth uponGod + 
from hin cotneth my falvation.. He, is able t6*; 
help and deliver me. It is as it he ſaid, 1 any; 
fally convinced I have no reaſon'to hope. fot devs; 
Nncs but from God, no arm of fleth is ſuffi": 
cient, it uſt c come Oak the Lord. He only is: 
my rock and my falvation—He is my defences}; 
Ready to eſpouſe my cauſe. | Nohe elſe are able: 
if + a were willing. For ſurely men of Jow degree* 
are vanity, and. men of high degree are a lie 34&; 
be laid in the balance they are altogether lightets: 
than vanity. Hence he cautions men againl;,. 
placing their confidence in ſuch as will diſappoine 
chem: Pur not your ttuſt in princes, nor in thE; 
ſon of man, in whom is no help, his breath goeth.. 
forth, he returneth to his earth ; - in that very; 
diy his thoughts periſh, I: 
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HayPey is he that hath the God ef Jacob: for > | 

1 his help,: whoſe hope js in the Lord' his God 7+ 

F which made heaven and earth, "the ſea 20d al” 

that therein. is. The prophet Iſaiah alio is 

particular and full in his counlc! and NY 
C Gd Cells. 
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Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath i is in 1 his nofs 

*rrils ; for whetein is he to be accounted off. 
- Don' tdepend upon any creature, bur place your 
confidence in God—He is the only Being, that 
cat help and fave us ; for he is the orderer of all | 
events. Therefore it is ſaid, 706 34,29. When 
he giveth quietneſs, who then tan make trouble ® 
'And when he hidethk his face, who then can be- 
hold him? Whether ir be done againſt a nation, 


or agaiciſt a man only. 


4. 'WHaT adds greatly to the ſopport of the 
ſuffering and afflited faint is this, that God jr 
-unchangeable, ever remains the ſame, i in wiſdom, 
' power and goodneſs, therefore may always be 
"confided in. . 


As goodneſs is cflential to the divine nature, 
fo this isa ſtrong ground of - hope. | Was God 
"all juſtice, then nothing could be expeRted from 

him, by any fallen creature, but ſeverity of 
wrath, But he has proclaimed his name; the 
Lord, the Lord God, gracious and merciful, 6c. 
And there is forgiveneſs with him, that he may 
' be feared. It is an argument, why he ſhould be 
* had in the greateſt reverence, becauſe he is fo 
good, gracious and compallionare, and never chan- 
ges, This js the divine reaſoning, Malachi 3, 6. 
I atm the Lord, I change not, therefore the ſons. + 
- of Jacob are not conſumed ;'as if he had faid, 
" wereit not for my unchangeablenature, the chil- 
- drenof men wovld be-in miſcrable circumſtances. 
-Since my long: acting changeth nor, they are 
Not - 


SLI1y -] Lode ob 
not conſumed intheir fins ; but have a fpace for 


repectance, and an opportunity to eſcape deſerved © 
puniſhment., 


. 
. 
* 


FarTHLY friends may make great proteſtati- ** 
ons of kindneſs and friendſhip, and ovr expeCta- ;; 
tions may be raiſed; but how ſuddenly maythers- 
minds be changed, their conduR altered, andowe 
ſuddenly diſappointed ?- Or they may be feddenly'* 
taken out of the world by geath, then all their? 
kind officcs' towards us mult ceaſe, 'and we Ichty. 
in a forrowful and afflited condition. Ns 
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 BuT God js from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
the ſame yeſterday ro day and forever. With * 
bim there is-no. variablencſs,.peither ſhadow of 
turning ; therefore does the priphet (ay, blefſed. 
is the man that truſteth in the Lord, ard' whoſg 
hope the Lord is. *'For he ſhall be as a tree plant-* 
ed by the waters, and that fpreadeth out het: 
roots by the'river, and ſhall not-ſee -when heaf! 
cometh : But her leaf ſhall be green and ſhah, 
not be_ careful.jin the year of - drought, .Beirhet- 
ſhall ceale from $ielding fruit.” Seeing God i 
immuradle, the chi{dren, of-men' may ſafely cory 
fide in him, and at ail times make him their re 
fuge. Says the prophet, therefore-will the Lori) 
"wait, that he may be gragipus unto you, -artil 
therefore will he be exalt&d, that he may hav? *- 
mercy upon,yon : For the Lord is a God vf | 
judgment ; bleſſed are-all they that wait for hinf. 
And ſays David in our text, -wait on "the Lord; ; 
be of good courage,and heſhall ſtrengthen thige 
heart ; wait: I ſay on. the Lord. \ The Plalmi? 
encourages 


"Ie 
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encourages his hope in God, from the  conſide- | 
ration, that others had experienced the divine, 
' falvation. P/alm 22, 45. Our fathers ſays he, 
. truſted in thee, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes 
of lirael ; they truſted, and.[/thou didt deliver 
them, they cried unto thee, and weredelivered— 
they. truited . in- thee, and were not confound- 
ed-—Thou haſt made me to hope—Be not far 
from me, for trouble is nigh—Ye that fear the 
Lord,-praiſe' him ; all,ye ſeed of Jacob glority 
him ; and fear him all:ye ſeed of -Iſrgel. *For 
he hath not deſpiſed, nor abhorred the' afMlition 
of the afflited ; neither has he hid his face fron 
him, but when he cried uato him he heard.” - 


Trvy I have laid before you, in a very imper- 
ſc& manner, the/ſcripture grounds and cncourage- 
ment, far faith and truſt in the government of: 
divine providence, and been able to do little be- 
ſides ſtring up your minds by way of remem- 
brance. . | 3: he, | $4a'T.% = 


"What remains gow is by way of application. 


We may hence fee, it js noConly the duty, 

bur the greateſt happineſs of men, to place, their 

} - hope and confidence in God, under prefling 
” 0s _—_ OY ene” 


'AGREEABLE to the prophet ; who is among! 
you that feareth. the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs, 
and hath no light ? Let him truſt in the name 
of rhe Lord, and ſtay upon his God, 1fai. go, to, 
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With great propriety it may be ſaid, God's ry 


lation to us, and ours to him, 'make it our duty”. 
tw truſt 2 19 him, | 


ky 


me '>- 


As God is our Cregtor, weare to acknowledge j 
him "as ſuch—as' he at firſt gave vs our being, | 
fo he alone can'maintain ir therefore -We are to; 
coohde in him. | | Fi : 

+As God is the fountain of all good, ſo to him, | 
we are tO make odr addreſſes for all we need. ++ 
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\For 3 man to negle& God, is. really two. dif 


piſe his own happineſs ;-at. leaſt not fr ed: > 
where it is to” be placed, vb | | 
He that 2a not acknowledge God, as the 
great governor of the world; the orderer of a2 
events, the beſtower of all good. may be ſaid to 
live, without God... He is expoſed to that cen"; 


ſure, Jer. 17, 5: Thus faith the Lord, curſed 2f 


be the man that truſteth in man, and maketh *- 


fleſh bis arms, and whoſe heart departeth from £ 
the Lord. | us 


Gor is a Being every way fit to be truſted * . 
mn 4 infinite in his wiſdom, almighty in his pow- 5 
er, boundleſs in his goaadneſs, and unchangeable 


in his nature. Ever ready to,hegr the ſupplicati- [iD 


ons of kis diftrefſed people, and grant them re- - 
let. J 


Txvs it is, evident from the whole run of | 
{cripture teſtimony, as allo the experience of all 2 
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_ any of the children of men. &1l/ things here 
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SY the ſaints, that -it. is not only. the duty, but the | 


reateſt felicity of man, to have his hope . placed 
n God, when perilous times 'ariſe. They. that 
truſt in the Lord, fays the” Pſalmiſt, ſhall be as 
mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abi- 
deth- forever. - fs the mountains are round 
about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord'is round about his 
people, to defend and ſuccour them, and beſtow. 
all *needed bleſſings, as his wiſdom ſees meet. 
God's covenant 'and- promiſe, ſhall never fail 


below may be changed, and fail, but God will 


7 fiill abide the ſame to his people ; and. they mays 
truly fay, ' in "the Lord | Jehovah is © everlaſting 
 firergth ; therefore will we troſt in him. Tho" 


wars and tumy!ts ariſe, yet we will not - be dif- 
mayed witch fear and anxiety, at what may come 
fo paſs. On the divine word we will reſt, which, 
fays God, is our refuge and ſtrength, a very pre- 
ſcnt help in trouble ; therefore” will not we fear, 
though the carth be removed, and though the 


-mountains be carried away into the midſt of the 


Tea. Though every thing may ſeem to be in a 
great confuſion, yet there is a river, the ſtreams 
whereof ſhall make glad the city of God. There 
is a God, that js over and above all, who guides 
the affairs of this lower world. God is in the 
midſt of his church, ſhe ſhall not be moved : 


God ſhall help her, and that right early. In 


his own good time, he will ariſe and niake bare 
his arm, .ſhew his maryellous power, and his 
enemics ſhall be ſcattered. The heathen may 
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* fage and the kioplems be wok bot wh 


. ariſe light in darkneſs. We ſce with great proe* 
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no 


uttereth his voice the carth ſhall be melted. 


'Ws are. aſſured what great things God. 
done for ſuch as have truſted in *him. - He - 


never failed to free them out” of their: troubles} 37 


Ny 


let them be of what ſort ſoever, or their caſe 
ſo difficult. - Let the circomſtances of a copls, 
'be ever ſo diſtreſſing, or calamity pigh, God is able" 

todeviſe means for their help, and open'a way for. 
their ' deliverance. © To the uprighe there | ſhall 


priety David - might 'fay to his ſoul in 4-day of 
preſſing troubles, and- encourage himſelf in Gad,.” 
as in the text ;" waiton the Lord, O my foul, be. 


« of good courage, and he ſhall trengthen thine, 


heart ; wait I fay*on the Lor®® How much: 
does it become us [ar- the preſent day my hear 
ers, when our difficulties are ſo many and great, 

to exerciſe faith and truſt in the governmene ' 
divine providence. » : 5 I 
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Gop can ſcatter theſe dark clouds, cauſe hit 
holy ſpicit powerfully. to oppetate upon men, 
minds, and © preſently alter the appearances ol 
things.—I doubt nor my, brethren, many of you, 


can give full teſtimony co the truch of what- hay, . 


been ſaid, that you had fainted in theſe diſtreſsX, 
ing times that have paſſed over-us, if-you hag 
not believed, to ſee of the goodnets of the Lord, ; 
in the land of the living,  - > 


Wert not your hearts alatoſt. ready to Fai 
you upon the nineteenth or Boon when thY 


flame. br 
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flame of wat firſt burſt. forth ? Was not God 
_ . with. you as your: upholder, and comforter ?-. 
Did 'not. the ſacred oracles, afford you ſome 
ſupport ? Did | you not repair to God- as the 
city of your refuge, and deſire he would diſplay 
his power on your . behalf ? Did. you not-then 

' Feel a lively ſenſe of the need of divine help ? 

* Was not God's government acknowledged, and 
did: not the precepts of his word ſilence your 
complaints ? Were ſome of your houſes then 
in flatnes, (as has been the ſad caſe of whole towns 

ſince) Was bot this the languague of holy writ ? 

"The Lord reigneth ; he is cloathed with, majeſty; 

| cloyds and darkneſs are round about him ; righ-. 

” tcouſneſs and judgtnetit are the habitation of 

his throne, 4 We 


_. WzxE our friends fallen | by the weapons of 
our enemy and wallowing/ in their gore ? Did 
hot this cry in our cars ? Be ſtill and know that , 
I am God. Is our ſubſtance laid waſte, Jeſus 


| Has taught us ro ſay, Father, not my will, but 
thine be done. Nt 


..Ovux friends, that fell here. by the hands of 
_ murderers, are now Qeeping 'in the duſt, and 
hear-not the. voice of the oppreflor ;. but are 
not their ſouls now crying with a loud voice, - . 
faying—How long O Lord, holy and true, doſt 
not thou judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the carth ? Their blood like that 
of Abel. cryeth uato the Lord from the ground, 
Cod is juit, but the perpetrators of that murder, 
may 


thought if a man would allow himſelf to thi 
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thay be charged with inhumnanity, ſpite ar 
malice. : q Vs SEES | Fu 
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For @ prince to wage 'war - with his "+ | 


jets without provocation, as was the caſe 7 


'the Britiſh King, when hoſtilities here fi) 


commenced , he 'muſt be accountable at God's 
tribunal for the blood murderoully ſhed. * 


and his conſgience was not ſeered as with a h& 
iron ; a thought I ſay, which would ſpread nol 
menting firethrough the ſoul,almoſt as quick asz.: 
hot thunder bolt from the clouds, would finge by 
D gl garment ; 


\ 


Lay 


* Says the great Mr. Locke, © Whenever the legiſlate) 
endeavcur to take away, and deftroy the property of 1} 
people, or reduce them to ſlavery under arbitrary pow 
they putt themſelves into a ſtate of war with the peopl 
who are thereupon abſolved from any farther obedieacy 
and are left to the common refuge, which Gad has pri 
vided for all m#n, agaiat force and violence. Whenſt 
ever therefore the legiſlative ſhall tranſgreſs this fandame,) + 
tal rule of ſociety ; aad cither by ambition, fear, folly q ; 
corruption, endeavour t6 graſp themſelves, or put inf : 
the hands of any other, ag abſolute power over the live |. 
liberties, and eftates of the people; by this breach of ru; 
they forfeit the power the people bad put into their handy _ 
for quite contrary ends, and it devolres to the peoplay 
who have a right to reſame their original liber:y, nad, bg 

the eſtablihment of a new legiſlative, ( ſuch as they hf 
think fic ) provide for their own ſafety and ſecurity, whiasz 
is the end for which they are in fociety. Whaz I bat - 
ſaid here concerning the legiſlative ia general, hold, 
true concerning the fupreme executor, who haveing a do, 
ble truſt put in hia, both to have a part in the legiſlative? 
and the ſupreme execntion of the law, as egainit bot? 
when he goes about to ſet up bis own arbitrary will as © | 
Jaw of the ſociety,” Treatiſe on goverment, p. 292, 
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-in this houſe of God, remain tilt rime itſelf 
ſhall conſume the fabrick, and it moulders in- 
to duſt. | abode. Pl 
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breaſts, when we behold or hear of the miſe- 
,,- © ries, multitudes of our fellow-mortals, of all agcs, 
and I may fay ſexes, are called to meet with 
in theſe diſtreſſing times, when fo many are be- 
reaved of their dear relatives, the hope of their 
' old age, the companion of their boſom, "and 
mw. - ſome with all the marks of cruely, enmity it- 
ſelf can invent ; and fuch as eſcaped - death, 
ſtripr of | every neceſſary life. Well may 
we cry out and fay, how long O Lord, huw 
long ! © How long ſhall I ſee the uy. and 
= hear the ſound of the trumper? O thou ſword 
F- of the Lard, how long will it be ere thou be 


and be ſtill.” ' Let our prayers be ever aſcend- 

ing to heaven with life and fervour, that God 

would look down. upon us 'with an eye of pity 

8 and compaſlion, relieve the afflicted, and ſend 
228 falvation to the land. | 


1 ſhall now particularly addreſs thoſe, who 
henour the. commemoration of the nineteenth 
of April 1775, by appearing under arms. 


588 GENTLEMEN, How fad had been the ſtate of 


Kol have Tuffered the Britiſh troops to march from 
REP IS | place 


ments.—Let the mark of Britiſh' tyrariny made 


WHar pity and compaſſion ſhould: fill our . 


quiet ? Put 'up thyſelf into the ſcabbard, reſt 


this lard, had we been ſo- puſilanimous, as to, 
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place to place; without molcRation.... We re. 
joice you had ſpirit. on fo ſudden an occaſiont5 
to reliſt tyranny. at the peril -of yoig lives? 
And you fee. how ready your brethren were 
' to. concur with; aid and aflift you Upon the ear: 
lieſt "intelligence, *The firoke firſt; given wy 
heavy | indeed in_ this place, we all lament it, 
we thank God, no_ more of you were ſufferct+ 
to fall. —The- ſpirit you diſcovered upon thats 
day, was noble.—Zeal for your. country's good? 
in{pired your breaſt — What mcore excellent. 
than.a love for our country 1- Would to God\/ 
it were more extenſive and better direted !—By : 
your appearing under arms this day, we. truft's 
you give'us a.token, you will ever be ready tos: 
Rand- forth in the defence of the land, whene-z 
ver occaſion calls ſor. it. The ſoldiery are ne- A 
ceſlary for the defence of the lend againſt the , 
inſults of oppreſling tyrants (as we arc ufficient- x 
ly. tavght at. this day).and are to- be reſpeted*:. .. 
inter place. They ought ever: to be Fe Rr I | 
by the principles of religion, reaſon, and-con- 5 
ſcience. Skill in military exerciſes is necellary I 
to-make good ſoldiers —A ſolfier. ia the field + 
of ation, is ever expoſed to danger. —The day | 
we now commemorate has pp" -you - the ex- 
pediency, that ſuch men ſhould ever bo prepared © « 
for the greatelt of events. 
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Trz ſheding of your brethren's blood here | 
in a murderous manner, will never, be forgotten, 


nor is calily to be fergiven. 
: _BvT 
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_ *BvrT remember, firs, the great chriſtian war- 


fare, whoſe banner you muſt fight under as the 


- captain of your falyation ; Jeſus the great ſavi- 


our of the world. Ever hold in mind the op- 


poſition you muſt make to the enemies of your. 
ſouls, and take heed your fpiritual adverſaries do 
'not prove victorious. For, ſays the apoſtle, we 


wreſtle not againſt fleſh gnd blood,” but againit 
principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt fpriritual 


wickedneſs in high places. © Whetefore take un-- 


ro you the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to Rand inthe evil day.—Take the 


- ſhield of faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able 10 


quench the fiery darts of the wicked, —Take the 
{word of the ſpirit the word of God. Bcehaye 
in all dutifu] obedience to Jefus your commander. 
And, as the apoſtle has exhorted, ' be good (oldi- 
ers of Jeſus Chriſt, and you will be fore of your 


; reward. 


OnE word more to 'the aſſcmbly in general 


- ſhall cloſe the whole. — 


Ws areall, brethren, wiſhing for better times, 
that the clouds which now hang over us may be 
ſcattered, /the calamitics off war ceaſe and peace 
be reſtored. —But what reaſon haye we to look 
for thele things, till there be a better temper of 


- mind in the pcople in general. —Till a people are 


properly humbled under divine judgmenss, ,t 


* may be no mercy ro haye them removed. Ir 


may only ſerve to harden men in fin, and give 
; them 


[29 } 


them greater opportunities to. bite and "Jeve ; 
one another, With a very ill grace, many th 
pretend friendſhip to their country, complaint ' 
the cruelties of the Britons, having leſs humawy- 
ty themſelves. A ſorrowful thing. whenevgr 
there is occaſion to fay it, 52 
We never rieed diſtruſt the divine - Fa $3d 
ability.to help and ſave us —But we muſt;$e 
qualified ſubjets for mercy, by becoming azxe- 
penting and refarming people. * If we turn#? 
the Lord, in the way of our duty, he will 1 ra _. 
tous in ways of mercy, and cauſe his fac 
ſhine upon us. Burt fo long as 'we love our | 
we mult cxpe& trouble.— i 
juſtice, oppreſſion and hard heartedneſs, muf] [+ 
put away, as we (lcfire to ſee *proſperous « bo 
We muſt value the goſpel, if we would 1 ve. 
it continued to us. 
Our dependence can. never be tad fi P ty | 
placed in the divine Being, if we propgily 
behave ourſelves and do our duty. * 
Le ir be our care to be acquainted $ 
God, as he has revealed hinmſelt in the ſavtcd 
ſcriptures. Acquaint now thyſelf with } ym, 
fays Eliphaz to Job, and be ar peace; the iby 
ſpall good come unto thee. We muſt 
him in his works, as the creator .of all th gs 
in heaven and earth, viſible and inviſibleF3as 
the great fuperintendant- of the world, w oſe 
univerſal proyidence uphalds and governg*:all 
things; provides for and ſupplies the returjiing * 
wants of. his creatures. —As, the governs | a- 
mong the- nations, who - orders the event | of 
—_- and war, prolperity. and. adverity. ; a 
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| PanTICYLAnLY let us "VEE to know 
God in Jeſvs Chriſt ; then| we ſhall ſee * the. 


© @ropriety of truſtin him, for all the favours 
and bleſſings we want for this world, and that 


which is to come, 


"IE LerT every one exert himſelf ro the utmoſt 
{33 -of his ability, for the ſetting up. of civil go- 


verament, upon the beſt plan that can be. 


agreed ypon,. though it may not be. according 


government.are , many and great, ought to be 
prizcd and ſought after by all. 


executed which is much -the ſame) will pre- 
\ ently” beeome (deſtitute of juſtice, and righte- 
ies + The ſetting up of civil government 
among us is neceſſary, for the bringing on a 
| better ſtate of thiogs ; yea abſolutely neceſſary, 
and none can. oppoſe it but ſueh as arc j2no- 
rant of their own intereſt. 
"We wiſh for the out-pouring of the holy 
Eck from on high, a reformation of + man- 
ners, a revival of religion, and a truly chriſtian 
temper among men, then we may hope for prot 
erity. 
- GoD-grant, that the time may be- haſtened, 
when peace, | truth and ihoaloch ſhall uni- 
verſally prevail ; and the Redeemer's kingdom 
come with power, and fill the whole earth. 


+ < Where the laws cannot be executed, it is all one as if 
there were no Jaws z and government withour laws is, 
I ſuppoſe a myſtery in politics, unconceivable to bugian 
| Capacity, and inconſiftent with human ſociety.” 
Locke on government, Pp. 390. 


to every 'man's mind. The bleſſings. of civil 


A people without hw” (or with laws poorly 
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